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FREE FORUM ON "GROUP THINK" 

A free public forum on "Group Think" will be held on Wednesday, September 29, from noon to 1:00 p.m., 
at the Supreme Court Conference Room, 417 S. King Street, 2nd Floor. 

"Group Think" is the phrase coined by Yale University Research Psychologist Irving Janis to describe 
situations in which members of a cohesive group try to keep the group cohesive by discouraging critical 
thinking.  

General David Bramlett, U.S. Army, retired, Dr. Susan C. Chandler, Interim Director of the Public Policy 
Center in the University of Hawai`i's College of Social Sciences and former Director of the Hawai`i State 
Department of Human Services, and Dr. Gary M. Farkas, a psychologist in private practice, will discuss 
what happens when decisions are made by members of a group who are especially powerful. The 
speakers will also talk about how decision makers may avoid the inherent dangers of gatekeepers who 
keep from the group information that might threaten group complacency. 

Most recently, the independent commission probing the 9/11 attacks concluded that the intelligence 
community suffered from "collective Group Think" which led to the presumption that Iraq had an active 
and growing weapons of mass destruction program.  

The forum is part of a series of free public information sessions sponsored by the Hawai`i State 
Judiciary's Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution, the Mediation Center of the Pacific, and the 
University of Hawai`i's Program on Conflict Resolution. Participants may bring their lunches to the forum. 

To reserve a seat, request disability-related accommodations, or for more information, call the Center for 
Alternative Dispute Resolution at 539-4ADR (4237). 

### 

Contact: Elizabeth Kent 539-4237 
Marsha E. Kitagawa 539-4909 
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